QQ Q DOUGLAS COUNTY

HEALTH DEPARTMENT COLORADO

ANNUAL
REPORT
2024

Working with our community to prevent diseases and
injury, protect the environment, and promote health.

www.douglas.co.us/health-department
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VISION

Douglas County residents have access to opportunities for
achieving their healthiest possible lives.

MISSION

We provide education and evidence-based services to improve
health in Douglas County.

VALUES

Collaboration, Education, Inclusiveness, Professionalism,
Responsiveness, and Transparency.
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COMMUNITY HEALTH

The Community Health Division is dedicated to improving the overall well-being of our
community through prevention, education, and strategic partnerships. Our main efforts focus
on reducing the impact of chronic diseases by promoting healthy lifestyles, tobacco cessation,
and improved nutrition. In 2024, we expanded maternal and child health services, providing
essential prenatal support, immunizations, and early childhood development programs to
ensure a strong foundation for families. Our team also worked to increase vaccination access
and promote disease prevention through community education. Collaboration remained a
cornerstone of our approach, as we worked closely with local organizations, schools, and
community groups to address health disparities and provide residents with the resources they
need to lead healthier lives.

Healthy<JoFamilies

PARTNERSHIP
of Douglas County

In December 2023, the Douglas County Health Department and the Department of Human Services
were charged with developing an initiative to get infant sleep sacks into the hands of all new birthing
families in Douglas County. To make this the most meaningful opportunity to support families through
resources and education, DCHD and DCHS brought together 13 additional partner agencies to create the
Health Families Partnership of Douglas County. Over the course of the year, this group of subject matter
experts developed laminated educational cards on how to use a sleep sack, how to keep your infant safe
while sleeping, and “all babies cry” - how to manage your emotions when caring for an infant. The cards
are part of a Health Families Partnership bag that also includes a sleep sack, sticker with important
phone numbers for families, Douglas County Library’s Cuddle Up and Read care package, and visual
acuity cards from Developmental Pathways. Families can connect with community partners and access a
variety of resources on the new Health Families Partnership webpage (yourhealthyfamily.org).


https://www.douglas.co.us/health-department/healthy-families-partnership/













The Douglas County Health Department’s Emergency Preparedness and Response Team
(EPR) works with many local, regional, and state partners to plan and prepare for public
health emergencies. EPR staff focus on planning, training, and exercising the response to
public health emergencies like pandemics, bioterrorism events, and natural disasters. Staff
integrates an all-hazards approach to planning and exercise functions to remain agile and
swift with hazard identification, mitigation, and response. We embrace proactive collaboration
with partners, peers, and public elements in all of our processes.

The DCHD Emergency Preparedness and Response team participated in the County-wide Colorado
Emergency Preparedness Assessment (CEPA) to identify key risk areas and vulnerabilities. The team has
done a complete rewrite of all components included in the Public Health Emergency Operations Plan to
reflect CEPA results and close any gaps in departmental capabilities.

The team has participated in numerous trainings over the last year, focusing on the following topics:

Medical countermeasures

Local and regional healthcare readiness

Collaborative emergency planning between local and state agencies
Identification and planning considerations for vulnerable populations

We continue to participate in exercises with various agencies to better test our capabilities, as well as our
coordination with our numerous partners in the Denver Metro area.

This is all part of ongoing efforts to better serve the specific Public Health needs of Douglas County
residents and community stakeholders.
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